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PM joins storm 
of protest over 
Trump tweets 


May says retweeting of videos from 
Britain First was ‘wrong thing to do’ 


Heather Stewart 
Peter Walker Amman 
Patrick Wintour 


Theresa May rebuked Donald Trump 
yesterday over his sharing of propaganda 
videos from the far-right group Britain 
First while Britain’s ambassador to Wash- 
ington confirmed he had formally com- 
plained to the White House. 

Choosing her words carefully the 
prime minister said: “I am very clear that 
retweeting from Britain First was the 
wrong thing to do”, while British diplo- 
mats waitedin vain for the US president to 
delete the offending tweets or apologise. 

Trump retweeted three anti-Muslim 
videos from the account of Britain First’s 
deputy leader, Jayda Fransen on Wednes- 
day - and later stoked the furore by send- 
ing another, late-night tweet urging May 
to focus on combating terrorism instead 
of criticising him for what he had done. 

May and other ministers tried to limit 
the damage yesterday by stressing the 
importance of Britain’s links with the US, 
but an emergency debate in parliament 
heard MPs from all parties criticise the 
president on one of the darkest days for 
the transatlantic “special relationship”. 

Speaking in Amman, Jordan, May said, 
“The fact that we work together does not 
mean that we are afraid to say when we 
think that the United States have got it 
wrong and to be very clear with them. I 
am very clear that retweeting from Britain 
First was the wrong thing to do. 

“Britain First is a hateful organisation. 
It seeks to spread division and mistrust in 
our communities. It stands in fundamen- 
tal opposition to the values that we share 
as anation - values of respect, tolerance 
and, dare I say it, common decency.” 

Sir Kim Darroch, Britain’s ambassador 
to the US, tweeted: “British people over- 
whelmingly reject the prejudiced rhetoric 
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ofthe far right, which seeks to divide com- 
munities and erode decency, tolerance 
and respect.” He said he had raised his 
“concerns” with administration officials. 

Woody Johnson, appointed by Trump 
as ambassador tothe UK, also said he had 
raised concerns about the tweets with 
the White House. Responding to a flood 
of critical messages on Twitter, he said: 
“I have relayed your concerns to Wash- 
ington. The US & UK have a long history 
of speaking frankly with each other, as 
all close friends do. Our relationship is 
strong, vital and enduring.” 

British officials would like action to be 
taken as a result of diplomats setting out 
the nature of Britain First to the White 
House, but stressed Britain was not ina 
position to demand that the president 
delete his tweet or apologise. Officials 
were eager to underline how forcefully 
the UK had made its points to the White 
House, but clearly Britain does not want 
to be locked in to a standoff with Trump. 

It was stressed that the row would not 
damage wider UK-US relations, but that it 
should not be under-estimated how seri- 
ously May and the foreign secretary, Boris 
Johnson, felt about the matter. 

Senior figures from Britain and the US 
are due to meet ata Nato foreign ministers 
meeting in Brussels next week, and the 
two sides would like to appear reunited 
on ways to fight terrorism by then. 

The home secretary, Amber Rudd, told 
MPs Trump was wrong to retweet propa- 
ganda from Britain First, but warned his 
critics to remember the “bigger picture” 
of the UK’s close relationship with the 
US. “The importance of the relationship 
between our countries and the unparal- 
leled sharing of intelligence between our 


countries is vital,” she said. 
“It has undoubtedly saved 
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Winter arrives with a flurry 
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A walker near Whitby, North Yorkshire, makes his way through a wintry tunnel of trees yesterday as snow blanketed 
large parts of Scotland and north-east England. More snow is forecast for today Photograph: Paul Kingston/NNP 
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Pupils streamed by ability from age of two 


Richard Adams 
Education editor 


Children as young as two are being put in 
groups based on ability and behaviour in 
classrooms in England, researchers say. 
About half of the 118 nursery school 
teachers questioned by researchers 
grouped their two- to four-year-olds for 
teaching reading, and a third used such 
groups for maths, with the use of grouping 
increasing later in primary schools. 
“Teachers have concerns about the 
negative impact of grouping on children’s 
confidence, self-esteem and aspirations 
potentially leading to mental health prob- 
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lems,” aresearch team based at University 
College London’s institute of education 
concluded. The research was commis- 
sioned by the National Education Union. 

Some 80% of teachers in reception 
classes for four- and five-year-olds said 
they used ability groups to teach phon- 
ics - the first stages of reading, linking 
sounds to letters - while two years later, 
in year two, 65% of teachers used groups 
for teaching maths. 

The researchers surveyed about 1,300 
teachers and school leaders across English 
primary and nursery schools. The use of 
grouping covers all forms of differentia- 
tion, including streams, where children 
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are split into classes, and setting, where 
they are grouped within the same class, 
as well as targeted interventions. 

The researchers found the groups 
were based on factors other than ability 
alone, including friendships, behaviour 
and concentration levels. “Our findings 
suggest that grouping decisions are not 
made solely on the basis of attainment or 
perceived ability: issues suchas classroom 
management, the need to balance the 
number of boys and girls and friendships 
were also key,” the report says. 

Ofsted has just published its own 
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